THE   DEFENCE   OF  DEMOCRACY
is chiefly created because the words of counsel that
are given are superficial; they deal with the symptoms
and not the disease. We tinker with the symptoms
here, and the disease bursts out again in another
place. The word which will speak to our condition is
the word that searches the heart. The words of con-
ventional Christianity no longer have power to search
men's hearts. They are addressed to the individual,
and the individual does not exist. The individual has
first to be re-created. His essence has to be disentangled
from the vast nexus of necessity in which it is lost. It
is that disentangling of the individual from cthe body
of this death' which is the supreme task of Christianity
to-day, and which it has so grievously neglected.
Without that the Christian message is meaningless; it
has no depth of earth to root in.
Depth of earth, depth of understanding, depth of
imagination: these are the first requisites of the
Christian faith to-day. We have to lose our lives to
save them. We have to sacrifice our ideas of the indivi-
dual to gain the reality of the person, to whom alone
Christ can be all in all. And if this sounds recondite,
it is the fault of the writer. It is simple. It means
simply that in the world to-day we cannot repent as
individuals, unless we repent as a nation. And that
again, though it too may sound recondite or impos-
sible, is simple. There are things we can do, and which
we know we ought to do, as a nation, or the opportunity
will be lost for ever* Let us do them without delay,
Let us set our feet, as a nation, in the road of life, and
take them out of the road of death*
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